

True stories, especially cautionary tales, are always more compelling than any fiction. I wanted to share the story of a friend of mine and bike accident victim, Brian Klotz.
They didn’t want to increase his limits because they get paid a very small premium for what is potentially a large amount of risk. Well, what is bad for them, is good for you!
But here is the big lesson: Brian decided to wait until March when it was time to renew his policy and then he was going to search for a carrier that would give him $250,000 in SUM coverage (there are LOTS of companies who routinely sell higher SUM coverage). The decision to wait a few months may have cost him $150,000 in insurance coverage which otherwise would have been available! Ouch!
All of my cycling friends, please learn from this hard lesson:
REVIEW YOUR POLICY TODAY TO MAKE SURE YOU HAVE AT LEAST $250,000 OF SUM COVERAGE
(If you are not sure how to read your coverage, just fax me at (607) 398-7947 or e-mail me the couple pages from your policy that list your coverages/premiums, and I will be happy to review them for you at no charge).
IF YOU HAVE LESS THAN $250,000 OF SUM, GET MORE COVERAGE NOW EVEN IF IT MEANS CHANGING INSURANCE CARRIERS.
After more than 23 years of representing injured people, not once have I ever heard anyone regret that they have too much coverage, but I have witnessed first-hand the financial devastation that occurs when people do not have enough coverage.

In the aftermath of a terrible collision that left him with serious injuries, Brian learned something about auto insurance that EVERY BICYCLIST NEEDS TO KNOW. This is based on the actual experience of someone who is still recovering the ability to walk more than a half mile, who is steadily making gains back to getting through daily life independently.
Brian recently sent an e-mail out to the members of Big Horn Velo, our Elmira-based bicyclist group. He wanted to thank everybody for  their support (e-mails, visits, cards and gifts) during his recovery.
He also wrote: “I hope that the lessons that I have learned, such as ALWAYS wearing your helmet, making sure that you have the maximum amount of SUM coverage on your auto-insurance that is possible. (I did not — talk to Jim for more details), and being patient with your recovery may make a difference with anyone else who finds themselves in this condition (which I would not wish on anyone).”
Brian gave his OK for me to share some information about his case and to follow-up on his comments about SUM coverage and the fact that he unfortunately did not have the maximum amount of recommended coverage. I apologize for the length of this post but as you will read below, this is VERY important information for all Cyclists.
As you will recall, a few months ago I posted about the importance of SUM coverage for all bicyclists who also own cars.
SUM stands for Supplemental Uninsured/Underinsured Motorists coverage.
What it means is that if you get hit by a dirtbag (that is a precise legal term) with no insurance or a woodchuck (another legal term) with only minimal insurance (in New York state, the They 
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minimumis only $25,000. In Pennsylvania it is only $15,000), you have the right to recover from your own insurance company up to the full amount of your own SUM coverage. In other words, even if the other guy does nothing to protect you, you can protect yourself with SUM coverage.
2 great things about SUM:
SUM covers you (and your family) whether you are injured in your car OR on your bike.
Unlike most insurance coverage, SUM costs very little for all the protection it provides.
I personally recommend that all my cycling friends purchase a minimum of $250,000 of SUM coverage.
Brian has given me permission to share the details of his coverage with all of you because it illustrates in a very dramatic way the harm that befalls you if you don’t have proper SUM coverage.
In Brian’s accident, the 83-year-old driver who rear-ended him only had $25,000 of coverage. Brian did have $100,000 of SUM coverage at least. But he had intended to boost his limits to my recommended amount of $250,000.
Before the accident, when Brian contacted his insurance company (the dreaded gecko — Geico) to boost his limits, they said they would not add the additional coverage.
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When an insurance company doesn’t want to sell more insurance, you have to assume that there is a very good reason why … 
They didn’t want to increase his limits because they get paid a very small premium for what is potentially a large amount of risk. Well, what is bad for them, is good for you!
But here is the big lesson: Brian decided to wait until March when it was time to renew his policy and then he was going to search for a carrier that would give him $250,000 in SUM coverage (there are LOTS of companies who routinely sell higher SUM coverage). The decision to wait a few months may have cost him $150,000 in insurance coverage which otherwise would have been available! Ouch!
All of my cycling friends, please learn from this hard lesson:
REVIEW YOUR POLICY TODAY TO MAKE SURE YOU HAVE AT LEAST $250,000 OF SUM COVERAGE
(If you are not sure how to read your coverage, just fax me at (607) 398-7947 or e-mail me the couple pages from your policy that list your coverages/premiums, and I will be happy to review them for you at no charge).
IF YOU HAVE LESS THAN $250,000 OF SUM, GET MORE COVERAGE NOW EVEN IF IT MEANS CHANGING INSURANCE CARRIERS.
After more than 23 years of representing injured people, not once have I ever heard anyone regret that they have too much coverage, but I have witnessed first-hand the financial devastation that occurs when people do not have enough coverage.
Better safe than sorry……
Thanks for reading and RIDE SAFELY,
Jim
_______________________________
James B. Reed
NY & PA Injury & Malpractice Lawyer
Ziff Law Firm, LLP
Mailto: jreed@zifflaw.com
Office: (607)733-8866
Toll-Free: 800-ZIFFLAW (943-3529)
Web: www.zifflaw.com
Blogs: NYInjuryLawBlog.com and
NYBikeAccidentBlog.com






Spinal Cord Injuries
Spinal Cord injuries affect about 250,000 Americans, of who about ½ are paraplegic, and the other half quadriplegic.  
Paraplegia is a type of paralysis that impairs the motor and/or sensory function of the lower extremities. The spinal canal is injured in either the thoracic, lumbar, or sacral regions. 
Quadriplegia, also called tetraplegia, impairs the lower body as well as the arms. Quadriplegia, also known as tetraplegia, is a type of paralysis that results in a partial or total loss of use of all limbs and torso.  The loss is usually sensory and motor, which means both sensation and control are lost. Both paraplegia and quadriplegia usually the result of spinal cord injury that affects the neural elements of the spinal canal.
Every year about there are about 11,000 new members to this “club”. 82% of them are male. More than ½ of them afflict people under 30 years old.  The most common causes are: (1) vehicle accidents (37%); (2) Violence (28%); Falls (21%); Sports injuries (6%) (2/3 of these are from diving).  Who Do Spinal Cord Injuries Affect in the United States?  Only slightly more than ½ of the victims of spinal injuries are covered by health insurance at the time of the injury. The average lifetime medical cost for a paraplegic who is injured at age 25 is about $500,000, and for a quadriplegic, it is almost $1.5 million.  
A “neurologically complete” spinal cord injury means total loss of function and sensation below the injury level. A “neurologically incomplete” injury means partial loss of each. About half of spinal injury victims have “complete” injury and about have have an “incomplete” one.
If the lesion is “neurologically complete” above C-3, the victim usually dies before receiving medical treatment. If they don’t die, they are usually dependent on artificial respirators to breathe.
Here’s a full breakdown of 
Incomplete Quadriplegia 31.2%
Complete Quadriplegia 17.5%
Incomplete Paraplegia 23.1%
Complete Paraplegia 28.2%

Overall, 85% of spinal cord injury victims who survive the first 24 hours are still alive 10 years later.  For the general population, this is true of 98%.  If a quadriplegic dies early, it is often due to respiratory ailment.   Because victims of paralysis are living longer, they are increasingly dying of unrelated causes such as cancer or cardiovascular disease as they age. Mortality rates are significantly higher during the first year after injury than during subsequent years.
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[edit] Causes
The causes range from trauma (acute spinal cord injury: transsection or compression of the cord, usually by bone fragments from vertebral fractures) to tumors (chronic compression of the cord), myelitis transversa and multiple sclerosis. Inborn errors of metabolism may also lead to paraparesis in some cases[1]
[edit] Central Nervous System (CNS)
Any disease process affecting the corticospinal or pyramidal tracts of the spinal cord from the thoracic spine downward may lead to paraplegia. These tracts are responsible for movement or the "instructions" for movement from the brain to the anterior horncells respectively. The most common cause of paraplegis (and all spinal cord injuries) is motor vehicle accidents. Other causes include violence, sports, cancer (tumors) involving the epidural or dural space, vertebral fractures and myelitis transversa. Gunshot wounds to the spine, although decreasing, are one of the major causes of paraplegic spinal cord injuries (for instance, Ron Kovic, author of Born on the Fourth of July, is a paraplegic as a result of a gunshot wound suffered in the Vietnam War). Sometimes, paralysis of both legs can result from injury to the brain (bilateral injury of the motor cortex controlling the legs, e.g. due to a stroke or a brain tumor).
[edit] Peripheral nervous system
Rarer is the type which is caused by damage to the nerves supplying the legs. This form of damage is not usually symmetrical and would not cause paraplegia, but polyneuropathy may cause paraplegia if motor fibers are affected. While in theory the arms should also be affected, the fibers that supply the legs are longer and hence more vulnerable to damage. Larry Flynt, noted pornography magnate, sustained this form of nerve damage when he was shot in a murder attempt in 1978, rendering him paraplegic.
[edit] Disability
While some people with paraplegia can walk to a degree, many are dependent on wheelchairs or other supportive measures. Impotence and various degrees of urinary and fecal incontinence are very common in those affected. Many use catheters and/or a bowel management program (often involving suppositories, enemas, or digital stimulation of the bowels) to address these problems. With successful bladder and bowel management, paraplegics can prevent virtually all accidental urinary or bowel discharges.
[edit] Complications
Due to decreased movement and loss of the ability to run, paraplegia may cause numerous medical complications, many of which can be prevented with vigilant self care. These include pressure sores (decubitus), thrombosis and pneumonia. Physiotherapy and various assistive technology, such as a standing frame, may aid in preventing these complications.Paraplegia is often caused by an injury to the spinal cord, such as those resulting from a motor vehicle or motorcycle accident, gunshot wounds, and falls. Paraplegia can also be caused by non-traumatic factors such as spinal tumors, scoliosis, and spina bifida. Scoliosis is an abnormal sideways curving of the bones that make up the structure surrounding the spinal cord. Spina bifida is a birth defect in which parts of bones that make up the structure surrounding the spinal cord do not come together properly.
[edit] Support organizations
· Back-Up Trust 
.[citation needed]
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[edit] Causes
It is caused by damage to the brain or the spinal cord at a high level C1 - C8 - in particular, spinal cord injuries secondary to an injury to the cervical spine. The injury, known as a lesion, causes victims to lose partial or total function of all four limbs, meaning the arms and the legs. Quadriplegia is defined in many ways; C1-C4 usually affects arm movement more so than a C5-C7 injury; however all quadriplegics have or have had some kind of finger dysfunction. So, it is not uncommon to have a quadriplegic with fully functional arms, only having their fingers not working.[1]
Typical causes of this damage are trauma (such as car crash, fall, or sports injury) or disease (such as transverse myelitis, polio, or spina bifida).
It is possible to suffer a broken neck without becoming quadriplegic, such as when the vertebrae are fractured or dislocated but the spinal cord is not damaged. Conversely, it is possible to injure the spinal cord without breaking the spine, such as when a ruptured disc or bony spur on the vertebra protrudes into the spinal column.
[edit] Symptoms, signs and complications
Although the most obvious symptom is impairment to the limbs, functioning is also impaired in the torso. This can mean a loss or impairment in controlling bowel and bladder, sexual function, digestion, breathing, and other autonomic functions. Furthermore, sensation is usually impaired in affected areas. This can manifest as numbness, reduced sensation, or burning neuropathic pain.[citation needed]
Secondarily, because of their depressed functioning and immobility, quadriplegics are often more vulnerable to pressure sores, osteoporosis and fractures, frozen joints, spasticity, respiratory complications and infections, autonomic dysreflexia, deep vein thrombosis, and cardiovascular disease.[2]
Severity depends on both the level at which the spinal cord is injured and the extent of the injury.
An individual with an injury at C1 (the highest cervical vertebra, at the base of the skull) will probably lose function from the neck down and be ventilator-dependent. An individual with a C7 injury may lose function from the chest down but still retain use of the arms and much of the hands.
The extent of the injury is also important. A complete severing of the spinal cord will result in complete loss of function from that vertebra down. A partial severing or even bruising of the spinal cord results in varying degrees of mixed function and paralysis. A common misconception with quadriplegia is that the victim cannot move legs, arms or any of the major function, this is often not the case. Some quadriplegic individuals can walk, use their hands and live a life as if they did not have a spinal cord injury, while others may use wheelchairs, they can still have function of their arms and mild finger movement, again, varying on the spinal cord damage.
It is common to have movement in limbs, such as the ability to move the arms but not the hands, or to be able to use the fingers but not the same before injury. Furthermore, the deficit in the limbs may not be the same on both sides of the body; the left or right side may be more affected, depending on the location of the lesion on the spinal cord.
[edit] Terminology
The condition is also termed tetraplegia. Both terms mean "paralysis of four limbs"; tetraplegia is more commonly used in Europe than in the US. In 1991, when the American Spinal Cord Injury Classification system was being revised, it was recommended that the term tetraplegia be used to improve consistency ("tetra", like "plegia", has a Greek root, whereas "quadra" has a Latin root).[3]
However, quadriplegia is still the term more commonly used by the general public in the US. Pentaplegia is a less common term referring to paralysis which also substantially affects head movement.[4]
[edit] Frequency
There are about 5,000 cervical spinal cord injuries per year in the United States (~1 in 60,000 - assuming a population of 300 million), and about 1,000 per year in the UK (also ~1 in 60,000 - assuming a population of 60 million). In 1988, it was estimated that lifetime care of a 27-year-old rendered tetraplegic was about US $1 million and that the total national costs were US $5.6 billion per year.[citation needed]
[edit] Prognosis
Delayed diagnosis of cervical spine injury has grave consequences for the victim. About one in twenty cervical fractures are missed, and about two-thirds of these patients have further spinal-cord damage as a result. About 30% of cases of delayed diagnosis of cervical spine injury develop permanent neurological deficits. In high-level cervical injuries, total paralysis from the neck can result. High-level quadriplegics (C4 and higher) will likely need constant care and assistance in activities of daily living such as getting dressed, eating, and bowel and bladder care. Low-level quadriplegics (C5 to C7) can often live independently.[citation needed]
Even with "complete" injuries, in some rare cases, through intensive rehabilitation, slight movement can be regained through "rewiring" neural connections, as in the case of the late actor Christopher Reeve.[5]

· Are my auto insurance rates affected by where I live? 
· Ans: Insurance rates are based upon the company's underlying costs, which include the number of claims and the severity of those claims. New York State is divided into approximately 70 rating territories to reflect differences in claim costs in those territories and other considerations. Traffic patterns, population demographics, and the cost of goods and services contribute to insured cost variations. For example, if Town A's loss experience is more severe than that of Town B, then auto premiums in Town A will be higher than those of Town B. 
· What discounts can I get on my car insurance? 
· Ans: There are a number of available discounts to help reduce the cost of an individual's auto insurance policy. Some of these are: 
· Accident prevention course. 
· Automatic seat belts or air bags. 
· Factory installed anti-lock braking system (ABS). 
· Anti-theft devices (such as alarm systems or ignition "cutoff" devices, certain electronic-tracking devices, or qualifying identifying window glass etching). 
· Participation in a Combat Auto Theft (CAT) Program. 
· Factory-installed daytime running lamps (DRL). 
· "Careful Driver" or "Accident-Free". 
· A "Multi-Policy" or "Account" discount. 
· Driver Training (for operators under age 21) 
· Multi-Car 
Can my insurance company raise my premium due to an accident or traffic ticket? 
Ans: Such an increase is known as a surcharge. Surcharges are based on the fact that a driver who has previously been at fault in one or more accidents, or has a record of traffic convictions, has an increased likelihood of being involved in future accidents. 
Insurers "classify" drivers according to such criteria as age of driver, geographical location, mileage and type of vehicle. To further refine those classifications, many insurers use "merit rating plans", a point system in which increases are applied according to an individual driver's record (traffic convictions and accidents).
Surcharges are applied to liability (bodily injury & property damage), collision and no-fault (PIP) coverages, and are only allowed for:
· accidents involving bodily injury, or losses to property in excess of the accident reporting threshold ($1,000), where the insured driver is at fault, or 
· convictions for certain violations which are chargeable under the Insurance Law. 
A surcharge is used as a tool to properly price the exposure the insurer is writing, and not as a means to recoup payment made under a claim. The total dollar amount paid as the result of a claim does not affect the surcharge. An insured being surcharged for a particular accident will pay the same amount regardless if the damages were (for example) $2,000 or $50,000.
Why are auto insurance rates higher for younger drivers? 
Ans: Insurance rates are based on the average experience of a group of persons with similar characteristics (classification). Young drivers historically have had poorer loss experience (both in the frequency of accidents and the cost of those accidents) than older drivers. By charging young drivers higher rates, those drivers pay their fair share of insurance costs and older drivers are not asked to subsidize them. In addition, rates are generally higher for males because, consistently, female drivers incur fewer and/or less severe claims than males. 
What happens if I am injured by an uninsured vehicle? 
Ans: Uninsured Motorists Coverage protects you, your family members who live with you, and occupants of your car, in the event they are injured as the result of negligent actions by an uninsured vehicle or hit-and-run motorist, in accidents occurring in New York State. 
A claim may be filed with your auto insurance company under this coverage if anyone in your car is injured by the driver of an uninsured vehicle or a hit-and-run motorist, or if you or a member of your family is injured while in an uninsured vehicle, or injured as a pedestrian by an uninsured or hit-and-run motorist. If you do not own a car, but a relative in your household does, you may be covered under that policy. If no other coverage is available when injured as a pedestrian by an uninsured vehicle or hit-and-run driver or as an occupant of an uninsured vehicle in New York State, you may still be eligible for uninsured motorist protection from the Motor Vehicle Accident Indemnification Corporation (MVAIC).
You may also wish to consider purchasing SUM coverage in order to protect against out-of-state accidents, or the possibility of an accident involving another motor vehicle whose owner or operator was negligent and who may be insured for third-party bodily injury, but only at relatively low liability limits, in comparison to your own.
I am going to a broker to purchase an insurance policy. What should I know or ask to make an informed decision? 
Ans: Ask whether the person you are talking to is a licensed broker or agent (producer). If possible get a look at his/her license and jot down the insurance license number and the expiration date. If the license is not current, do not enter into any transaction with this person. 
· The temporary ID card for your new policy must have the name and address of the producer as indicated on the license. 
· Avoid paying a premium in cash and always obtain a breakdown of all moneys paid to the producer, signed by the producer (a detailed receipt). Also, insist that any non-premium related charges be paid separately. 
· Always list the purpose of the payment on the check. 
· Always fill out the application honestly. 
· Never sign an incomplete application. 
· Never sign any document without reading it. 
· Always obtain a copy of the application and any other documents which you signed. 
Be aware that producers often charge service fees. For a service fee to be collected, the insured must agree, in writing, to the amount charged. For NYAIP business, the producer's fee is limited to $50.00 per year plus the actual cost of the use of the Electronic Submission Procedure (TML), DMV Reports for non-New York operators, Express Mail, and Certified Mail.
If you are unhappy about a service fee, you can attempt to negotiate with the producer or attempt to find another producer whose service fee policy is acceptable to you.
Study any other fees carefully. Some producers sell "Motor Clubs" which provide towing and possibly other services. Many of these clubs provide very limited services for a higher cost when compared with the better known national auto clubs. Also, you may already have towing services from another source. These services are not required for insurance purposes.
What is an adjuster? 
Ans: There are two types of adjusters licensed by this Department, independent and public. 
An Independent Adjuster handles claims on behalf of an insurance company. This person receives either fees or compensation from the company for which he/she is hired to review (adjust) claims.
A Public Adjuster is hired by the claimant to evaluate the loss and negotiates a loss payment on his or her behalf with either the insurance company or its adjuster. The Public Adjuster's fee is based on an agreed percentage of loss, limited to twelve and one half percent (12.5%), and must be listed in a signed agreement.
What is an appraisal clause? 
Ans: The appraisal clause is a provision which may be in your policy and is used to resolve a dispute where the only question is the amount of damages. The clause provides that the claimant and the company each pick an appraiser and the appraisers are left to come to an agreement. For issues that cannot be resolved by the appraisers, an umpire is chosen to make a determination. 


[image: Juries Side Against Companies in Defective Product Personal Injury Lawsuits]During 2009 the value of the top five product-defect verdicts rose by 53 percent, representing a $620 million loss for the business world. The news provider is citing the recession and its resulting 10 percent unemployment rate as factors in jurors' decisions to penalize large companies.

"It's a reflection of the fact that Main Street is hurting," plaintiff attorney Tobias Millrood, who himself successfully sued Pfizer for $34 million last year, tells Bloomberg News. "In this climate, there’s a strong identification with the little man. Now a keener eye is given to the actions of big business."

Five of the fifty largest verdicts of 2009 involved claims on defective goods, the largest of which was a $300 million award against a Philip Morris unit in Florida.

Though there has been a significant rise in product liability verdicts over 2008, the peak for liability lawyers occurred in 2000 when 10 such verdicts cracked the top 50 legal awards of the year.

This is a continuing series of lawsuit abuse discussions that take the form of frivolous legal defense costs when frivolous defenses are filed by corporate lawyers and insurance companies against consumers who have valid lawsuits such as catastrophic or serious injuries. There are many civil injury lawsuits on behalf of consumers that suffer catastrophic injuries, or even a needless death, and when these are caused by a clearly defective product, or a careless act by a corporation in violation of regulations, the law places liability and corporate responsibility on the offenders. No one should needlessly suffer an injury which can be easily prevented by workplace or product safety measures.
Is it a frivolous lawsuit defense when an insurance company or corporate lawyer fights a consumer's injury lawsuit for many months and years filing reams of paper work when the corporation and insurance company knows that it's just a matter of how much they will have to pay the injured person or the family for the death of a loved one? There can be no more serious lawsuit than suing to recover for the loss of life of a family member and it can be infuriating when the family members know that if a company or its employee had merely taken simple safety steps, the loved one would never have died.
This is the essence of our civil lawsuit system. This system allows for wrongful death claims, or for personal injury lawsuits where a company or its employee makes a serious careless act, or where a company consciously continues to sell a product that it knows has safety defects. 
Almost all consumer surveys show strong support for the right to recover for these needless, avoidable personal injuries or wrongful deaths.
Why then does the U.S. Chamber of Commerce run television advertisements blaming the civil justice system for what it calls lawsuit abuse? Well, if you are a consumer, you should simply follow the money trail and understand that these corporations and insurance companies are funneling millions of dollars for the television advertisements to try to hoodwink consumers into basically selling away their own rights. What is the goal of the lawsuit abuse television advertisement program around the country? Check out what FactCheck.org had to say about these lawsuit abuse advertisements.
The obvious answer is that these insurance companies and big corporations want to subconsciously influence (“brainwash”) every consumer and businessperson in case they ever serve on a jury. That is, they want you - the consumer - to walk into a courtroom if you ever serve on a jury, and do what? Are they saying that you should not grant fair compensation to those persons suffering serious injury or wrongful death? Are you willing to fall for any argument that would let a company get away with a conscious disregard of safety? In fact, the television ads send you to a web site which highlights a very few extreme cases, to try to convince you - the consumer - that injury and wrongful death lawsuits are somehow all invalid in the United States.
I personally know many people who are in all kinds of businesses: medical professionals, business executives, professional friends, and even individuals that run corporations who had to deal with a family member who suffered a catastrophic injury, or even died due to an unsafe act by a different company. The civil justice system is supposed to be a level playing field, and every other type of business or profession should be held to basic safety standards to prevent injuries and deaths in the workplace or in any public activity.
Lawsuit abuse can take many forms-and insurance defense attorney tactics are more widespread than any occasional "frivolous" lawsuit. Don't be fooled by the man behind the curtain on this one.
About the Editors: Shapiro, Cooper, Lewis & Appleton personal injury law firm (VA-NC law offices ) edits the injury law blogs Virginia Beach Injuryboard, Norfolk Injuryboard, and Northeast North Carolina Injuryboard as a pro bono service to consumers.

In Recall, Toyota Halts Sales of Eight Models 
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By NICK BUNKLEY
Published: January 26, 2010 
DETROIT — Toyota Motor Company said Tuesday that it would temporarily stop selling and building eight models for the American market, including the popular Camry and Corolla sedans, while it determines to how to resolve a problem with accelerator pedals that can stick.
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[bookmark: secondParagraph]The unusual step comes five days after Toyota announced a recall of 2.3 million vehicles for what it described as a “rare” condition in which the pedal can stick and cause a vehicle to speed up unintentionally.
It has the potential to further damage a reputation that has been taking a beating from the latest recall and from a November recall of 4.2 million vehicles, the largest in Toyota’s history.
“Helping ensure the safety of our customers and restoring confidence in Toyota are very important to our company,” Bob Carter, a Toyota group vice president and general manager of the carmaker’s Toyota division, said in a statement. “This action is necessary until a remedy is finalized. We’re making every effort to address this situation for our customers as quickly as possible.”
Toyota said it would immediately stop selling the Camry, Corolla and Avalon sedans, Matrix wagon, RAV4 crossover, Tundra pickup, and Highlander and Sequoia sport-utility vehicles. It will stop building those models the week of Feb. 1. All of the vehicles are assembled in the United States or Canada, at a total of five plants.
“It’s not the feel-good story of the year if you’re a Toyota dealer,” said Paul Lunsford, the general manager of South Coast Toyota in Costa Mesa, Calif., who had just gotten off of a conference call Toyota hastily arranged with dealers. Mr. Lunsford estimated that as much as 50 percent of the 400 to 500 cars current in his lot could be affected by the sales suspension. 
But Mr. Lunsford, who has been a Toyota dealer for 30 years, applauded the company’s decision to move fast in its decision to suspend sales of the vehicles involved in last week’s recall. “Nobody had to put a gun to Toyota’s head to get them to do the right thing,” he said.
The models affected accounted for more than 1 million sales in 2009, 57 percent of Toyota’s total for the year. 
“In this highly competitive market, no automaker — not even Toyota — can afford to stop selling its cars and trucks for long, but perhaps Toyota is banking on the idea that customers will appreciate the priority of their safety in this decision,” Jessica Caldwell, senior analyst with Edmunds.com, a Web site that gives car-buying advice to consumers. “When an airline delays a flight for mechanical reasons, passengers may grumble, but on some level they’re always grateful that the technical issue was found before they were midair.”
The November recall was to fix a design flaw that could cause the gas pedal to become trapped under the floor mat. It was prompted in part by the crash of a Lexus sedan that sped out of control and crashed into a ravine near San Diego, killing four people.
But the automaker and federal safety officials continued to receive reports of unintended acceleration and stuck pedals even in cases where the floor mats had been removed, a stopgap measure recommended by Toyota.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has been looking into two recent incidents in Texas and New Jersey. Four people died on Dec. 26 near Dallas when a Toyota Avalon — with its floor mats in the trunk — went off a road and landed upside down in a pond.
In announcing last week’s recall, the company said the accelerator pedal could wear down and become difficult to depress, slow to spring back or stuck partly depressed.
Toyota does not have a solution for the problem yet, and it said drivers who experience it should depress the brake firmly and steadily, and then contact a dealer after the vehicle is in a safe location and turned off. Drivers who have not had a problem should wait for the company to develop a remedy before visiting their dealer.
“The problem seems to be getting larger than anyone was led to believe at first,” said Erich Merkle, an analyst with Autoconomy.com in Grand Rapids. “A lot of those vehicles are probably in the garages of families. It gets people thinking, ‘Would I want my wife and kids in the vehicle? Would they know what to do in a situation like that?’ ”
Together, the two recalls cover 4.8 million vehicles, including 1.7 million affected by both. The Prius hybrid and several Lexus models were included in the November recall but not in last week’s action or the sales halt.
Julie Creswell contributed reporting from New York.
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An accident happened on the NY Thruway (I-90) back on Decemeber 12, 2009. A 33 year old female driver mother of two had struck a deer and her car had become disabled, in the road. The driver was able to call 9-1-1, but was killed in another accident shortly after.
This is a bizarre story not because of the tragic death of a 33 year old mother of two young children. But, because of what NY State police say was the cause of the accident that killed her. Police charged a truck driver with manslaughter after they say he was tired and "watching a pornographic movie on a laptop" while driving his tractor trailer.
Police investigated the accident on Dec. 12th, 2009 didn't make the connection that day. But, troopers found a laptop in the truck and did all the normal checks on truckers who are involved in accidents. Like checking logbooks to see that the times are correctly marked to match toll tickets, fuel receipts, cell phone records, and QualComm GPS tracking. As well as any other electronic devices within the drivers reach at the time of an accident.
The police determined the laptop had been in use during the time the accident occurred. They (the police) investigated more and found that the laptop had been streaming a porn movie at the time of the accident. Facts that led investigators to this were, several cars had been able to swerve to avoid the disabled car just before the tractor trailer crashed, the weather was clear that day, and the road was straight and clear although the accident did happen at the top of a grade.
Investigators also determined the Truck Driver was in violation of his log book. A federal regulation is in place that keeps truckers from driving while they are tired. Elevan hours of driving and a driver must have 10 hours off duty. The investigators determined that this driver had rested for four hours in the last 27 hours prior to the accident.
Texting and driving was banned for commercial drivers Tuesday Jan. 26th, 2010. Texting is dangerous, but what this driver was doing is just outrageous. Although it is common for some drivers do use their laptops while driving to look at maps. This is bad enough, but watching movies is down right uncalled for. If you as a truck driver or any driver for that matter, is feeling the need to watch a "PORN MOVIE" please pull into a truck stop or a rest area and do so.
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